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MAGNIFICENT 7 

Berthoud wrestling sweeps 
3A state tournament 
opening round 
SPORTS, IB 



An edition of the Longmont Times-Call 


OF THEE I SING 

Love is complex and comical 
in Loveland Opera Theatre’s 
‘The Merry Widow’ 

INSIDE 


Spotlight 


Gardner loosens DOJ blockade 


Despite tougher stance by Trump, Republican lawmaker 
encouraged by conversations with department leaders 


By Sadie Gurman 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Colora¬ 
do’s Republican U.S. senator 
said Thursday he will stop 
blocking nominees for some 
Justice Department jobs, say¬ 
ing he is encouraged by 
recent conversations with 
federal officials about the 
treatment of the state’s mari¬ 
juana industry, despite the 
Trump administration’s 
tougher stance. 

Sen. Cory Gardner used 
his power last month to 
freeze nominations after U.S. 


Attorney General Jeff Ses¬ 
sions rescinded Obama-era 
protections for states like 
Colorado that have legalized 
recreational marijuana. 

It was a dramatic move by 
the Republican senator 
against his own party’s attor¬ 
ney general and came after 
Gardner said Sessions had 
promised him there wouldn’t 
be a crackdown. Gardner 
said he was placing holds on 
nominees until Sessions 
changed his approach. 

The holds created friction 
with Sessions, who has com¬ 
plained that critical posts are 


going unfilled, and some of 
Gardner’s fellow GOP sena¬ 
tors who want key law 
enforcement officials in their 
states confirmed. 

In an interview with The 
Associated Press, Gardner 
said Thursday that he’s dis¬ 
cussed the issue with Deputy 
Attorney General Rod Rosen- 
stein and has been pleased 
with progress so far. 

Department leaders have 
“shown in good faith their 
willingness to provide what I 
think will be hopefully the 
protections we sought, and 
as sort of a good faith ges- 



HELEN H. RICHARDSON / The Denver Post 

Sen. Cory Gardner, R-Colo., responds to a question from a mem¬ 
ber of the audience during a fiery town hall meeting in August 
at the gymnasium at Colorado Christian University in Lakewood. 

ture on my behalf I’ll be his holds on nominees for 
releasing a limited number of U.S. attorneys in a dozen fed- 
nominees,” Gardner said. eral districts, U.S. marshals 
He said he was releasing See Marijuana, 2A 


Florida school 
shooting 


Suspect 
confesses; 
officials 
look for 
answers 

Attack Americas 
18 th school 
shooting this year 

By Charles Rabin, 

Martin Vassolo 
and Daniel Chang 

Miami Herald 

PARKLAND, Fla. — The 
questions from a grieving 
community have been 
heard before. So, too, have 
the strong statements from 
elected officials, and the 
tales of selfless heroism in 
the face of danger — even a 
few of the chilling details 
about the killer. 

In the strangely familiar 
aftermath to the deadliest 
high school shooting in 
American history, which 
erupted Wednesday at Mar¬ 
jory Stoneman Douglas 
High in Parkland, parents, 
police, students and teach¬ 
ers faced some of the same 
questions as those who 
came before them. 

How did everyone miss 
the signs that the shooting 
suspect was deeply trou¬ 
bled, especially given his 
ominous postings to social 
media? And what could be 
done to prevent such a trag¬ 
edy from happening again? 

This was America’s 18th 
school shooting this year, 
and Florida Gov. Rick Scott 
said he has had enough. 

“We want to make sure 
this never happens again,” 
Scott told reporters outside 
Douglas High on Thursday 
as he vowed to meet with 
See Shooting, 2A 


Inside 


Trump cites mental health 
— not guns — in speech 
on shooting, See page 6A 


All together for sports 



JENNY SPARKS / Loveland Reporter-Herald 

Thompson Valley Unified's Kaden Bernard is all smiles as he takes the ball down court during his team's game 
against Loveland Unified on Thursday. 


Big Thompson Elementary School 

OtterBox volunteers teach kids STEM 


Employees work 
in the community 
instead of in 
the office 

By Pamela Johnson 

Reporter-Herald Staff Writer 

Students at Big Thomp¬ 
son Elementary School 
learned about critical 
thinking through board 
games and coding through 
miniature robots as Otter- 
Box employees spent 
Thursday at the school. 

“One of our missions is 
to inspire kids to change 
the world,” said Logan 
Martinez, communications 
specialist for OtterBox, 
which sent its entire work¬ 
force out into communities 
to volunteer at schools and 
youth programs on Thurs¬ 
day. 

Overall, 750 employees 
visited 50 locations across 



JENNY SPARKS / Loveland Reporter-Herald 

OtterBox employee Baret Schlotter, center, plays a game called 
Sequence with Big Thompson Elementary School students 
Thursday at the school west of Loveland. OtterBox employees 
played games with the third-graders to teach critical thinking 
and communication as a tool to help with innovation. Students 
clockwise from left are Jackson Maclean, 9; Grant Johnson, 9; 
Ciara Sauter, 9; and Priscilla Alvarez, 8. 


Colorado, including 80 
employees in Ixiveland 
who spent time at Turner 
Middle School, Mountain 
View High School, Fergu¬ 
son High School, Big 


Thompson, High Plains 
School, Ponderosa Ele¬ 
mentary and both Love¬ 
land Boys & Girls Clubs. 

At Big Thompson, the 
five volunteers spent time 


on projects that tie into an 
innovation station, paid for 
by an $18,500 OtterCares 
grant, to teach students 
the Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math 
(STEM) principles of criti¬ 
cal thinking, collaboration 
and perseverance, among 
others. 

The school is starting 
out with these lessons in 
small steps, such as with 
board games and the mini 
robots, and then will build 
up to things like 3D print¬ 
ing and an open creation 
station. Principal Sarah 
Walgast noted that the 
school was implementing 
the innovation station like 
“building blocks.” 

Students on Thursday 
played games in teams, 
including one in which 
they worked together to fit 
combinations of different 
shapes of pieces into a 
square and another, called 
See STEM, 2A 


Stocks keep gaining 
as tech, industrial 
companies rise 

NEW YORK — Technology 
companies climbed Thursday as 
stocks rose for the fifth day in a 
row. They have now recovered 
about half their losses during the 
market's dramatic plunge earlier 
this month. 

Tech bellwether Cisco Systems 
jumped after it posted strong 
quarterly results and announced 
a big stock repurchase, while 
Apple rose after an analyst said 
sales of the iPhone X in China 
are improving. Most other parts 
of the market climbed as well, 
with notable gains for industrial 
companies and household goods 
makers. Energy companies con¬ 
tinued to struggle. 

It took stocks just nine days to 
skid from record highs into a 
10 percent drop, known on Wall 
Street as a "correction." Concerns 
about rising inflation contributed 
to the fall, but even though 
investors have seen more signs 
of inflation in the last few days, 
major indexes are on a five-day 
winning streak and have 
recouped about half of their 
recent losses. 

"The market should never 
have gone down 10.5 percent," 
said Rick Rieder, BlackRock's chief 
investment officer of global fixed 
income. Rieder noted that infla¬ 
tion remains low, and the newly- 
passed government budget will 
push interest rates higher 
because it creates so much new 
debt. 

After a brief dip late in the 
morning, the Standard & Poor's 
500 index rallied and rose 
32.57 points, or 1.2 percent, to 
2,731.20. The Dow Jones indus¬ 
trial average rose 306.88 points, 
or 1.2 percent, to 25,200.37. The 
Nasdaq composite climbed 
112.81 points, or 1.6 percent, to 
7,256.43. 

— Associated Press 


More Nation news on 6A 


Lawmakers advance 
bill on immigrant 
license renewals 

DENVER — State lawmakers 
have advanced a hill that would 
allow unauthorized immigrants 
to renew their Colorado driver's 
licenses online or by mail 
instead of through an in-person 
appointment. 

The Denver Post reports the 
State, Veterans and Military 
Affairs Committee on Wednesday 
passed the bill, sending it to the 
Senate Appropriations committee 
for consideration. 

Ranking Republican Sen. Jerry 
Sonnenberg joined two Demo¬ 
crats to advance the legislation. 

The bill, which is similar ones 
that Republican lawmakers 
struck down in past years, seeks 
to ease the waiting period for 
those seeking appointments at 
one of four Department of Motor 
Vehicles locations across the 
state that issue the special 
licenses. 

The measure would also allow 
the applicants to use a Social 
Security number to obtain the 
license instead of just an Individ¬ 
ual Taxpayer Identification 
Number. 

— Associated Press 

Weather forecast 

<—* High: 40 

»■■■■ i T Low: 24 

Mostly sunny 


Full Forecast on 12A 
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